
NEW RICHMOND REPUBLIC

CONGRESS OF PEOPLE’S COUNCILS
BE IT ENACTED by the elected delegates of the people’s councils of the New Richmond Republic in

Congress assembled during the ordinary session of the third convocation thereof…

AN ACT
regarding the Republic’s protection of the religious practice of serpent handling by the various

Churches of God with Signs Following

1. It is acknowledged by the Central People’s Government of the New Richmond Republic that the
practice of serpent handling for religious reasons by a sect of pentecostal Christians known as the
Church of God with Signs Following, among other names, is punishable as a crime under the
laws of the Commonwealth of Kentucky. This law has been criticized by the American Civil
Liberties Union (or ACLU), among other religious and civil rights organizations, because it
contradicts the right of human beings to the free and unrestricted practice of their religion. The
Central People’s Government condemns the aforementioned prohibition of this obscure,
uniquely Appalachian sacrament by the government of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

2. In spite of the complete absence of any of its practitioners or believers within the Republic or its
surrounding spheres of influence, the practice of serpent handling for sacramental purposes by
the Church of God with Signs Following and other affiliated sects and communities is protected
under the Basic Law as a legal religious practice within the New Richmond Republic, insofar as
children are not permitted to be present in service while the serpents have been uncaged and that
such services are not held in public venues without proper clearance.

Enacted by the Congress of People’s Councils and thereafter promulgated by the People’s Commissioner of the
Republic on this 10th day of September in the year two-thousand and twenty-two of the Common Era, and

in the year of the Revolution the second.

Brooklyn J. Hewitt
People’s Commissioner of the Republic

Chairwoman of the Congress of People’s Councils


